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complete loyalty to the obligations of the alliance; subor-
dination of Russia's Balkan interests to the greater question
of the preservation of peace between the Great Powers;
the establishment of complete solidarity of purpose and
action on the part of the Triple Entente Powers, coupled,
however, with a willingness to cooperate with the Triple
Alliance so long as the latter did not make excessive claims.
But as the War proceeded and the Balkan allies won their
great victories, there was some change, or rather shift of
emphasis, in his guidance of French policy. This change,
however, was not nearly as great as many of his critics have
asserted, nor as considerable as Izvolski was inclined to
represent in his despatches to St. Petersburg.
Poincare found that Sazonov's purposes were not always
clear and easy to reckon with. Sazonov did not always ex-
change views and come to a prior understanding with
France. He had been dilatory or non-committal in replying
to French proposals. At the beginning of the War he had
rejoiced with the Pan-Slavs at the astonishing military
successes of the Balkan States over Turkey. But the over-
whelming victories of Kirk Kilisse and Lule Burgas, and
the rapid advance of Ferdinand's troops toward Constanti-
nople, was an unpleasant damper on his enthusiasm. A
Bulgarian occupation of the Turkish capital threatened to
thwart indefinitely Russia's own historic hopes in that
quarter. Even if the Powers who had political and finan-
cial interests there should refuse to permit the Bulgarians
to have the city, they might take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to carry out Sir Edward Grey's idea of an inter-
nationalization of the Straits. Accordingly, even while the
battle of Lule Burgas was still in progress, Sazonov had
urged the Bulgarians to recognize "the necessity for pru-
dence and to halt in time/' endeavoring to bribe them to
listen to reason by promises of future diplomatic support.
At the same time he informed France and England that he